Letter to send to the Secretary of State for Justice


Dear Secretary of State

Re Support against the LSC refusal to grant NYAS a family contract 

We are writing in support of the National Youth Advocacy Service (NYAS) following their letter to you asking that you overturn the decision of the Legal Services Commission in relation to their application for a family law contract for 2012.

NYAS plays a vital role in family proceedings; providing separate representation for vulnerable children in some of the most complex and acrimonious private law disputes.  The work they do employing the tandem model has been seen to be successful in cases that have been unresolved for many years.  They are trusted by family courts and the judiciary up and down the country and have a working protocol with CAFCASS.

Despite the envisaged greater use of mediation there will continue to be cases where parents are unable to resolve their differences or put their children’s best interests first.  NYAS is the only socio-legal charity in the UK that undertakes this work.  The loss of NYAS’ specialist services to the courts will leave a gap that cannot be filled by others.

Yours faithfully



