
Vulnerable Witnesses Data Collection Form: Private Law Family Proceedings
This form is to be completed for any Private Law hearing in the Family Court or Family Division where an issue arises in relation to the actual or potential cross-examination of a vulnerable or intimidated witness (see section 2 below) by a litigant in person accused of domestic abuse.  
The President of the Family Division asks for this form to be filled out in all instances where either:
a) A situation of this nature arises but the direct cross-examination of the vulnerable or intimidated witness by the litigant in person does not occur, or;
b) A situation of this nature arises and the litigant in person directly cross-examines the vulnerable or intimidated witness. 

Please complete this form for all relevant hearings and give to your nominated contact at HMCTS, who will forward to the Ministry of Justice. The nominated contact at this court is: _____________________________.
	Court Name 
	

	Case Number
	

	Level of judge 
	

	Date of hearing
	

	Hearing type
	Directions (any hearing in which oral evidence is not heard)
	

	
	Final (any hearing in which oral evidence is heard)
	


1) Which type of domestic abuse was relevant to the case? Domestic abuse includes any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse.
Please tick all that apply. 
	Psychological 
	

	Physical 
	

	Sexual
	

	Financial
	

	Emotional
	

	Forced Marriage
	

	FGM
	


2) Which definition of a vulnerable or intimidated witness applied to this case? Please tick all that apply. 
	Someone who is under 17 years of age at the time of the hearing
	

	Someone who suffers from a mental disorder within the meaning of the Mental Health Act 1983
	

	Someone who has a significant impairment of intelligence and social functioning 
	

	Someone who has a physical disability or disorder
	

	Someone whose evidence is likely to be affected due to fear or distress in connection with giving evidence.  
	


3) Was the litigant in person encouraged at this hearing to seek legal representation and/or public funding for representation?

	Yes
	

	No
	


(a) If yes, what was the outcome?

	Representation sought: hearing continued
	

	Representation sought: hearing rescheduled
	

	Representation not sought: hearing continued
	

	Representation not sought: hearing rescheduled 
	

	Other (please describe)


	


4) Did the litigant in person cross-examine the vulnerable or intimidated witness? 

	Yes
	

	No
	


(a) If yes, how was this done? Please tick all that apply

	Direct questions put to the witness by the litigant
	

	Judge relayed questions to the witness
	

	Third party relayed questions to the witness
	

	Please specify who (professional group, not name):
	

	Screen placed between litigant in person and witness  
	

	Video link used
	

	Other (please describe)
	


The collection of this management information will inform a small research project. The research will explore the current powers available to the judiciary in managing these cases fairly in the Family Court to ensure the protection of vulnerable witnesses. If you are willing to be contacted in relation to this follow-up research, please provide your contact details below.

	Name
	

	Telephone 
	

	Email address
	


Thank you for your time. Please send this completed form to your nominated contact at HMCTS.  
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